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was the common custom to invoke the Father who is in hearen,1
Jesus did not instil into these words a new conception of God,
but rather a new religious attitude, which emphasized one of
the elements of the original conception and gave it first place
in the prayer.2
No reference has yet been made to the discussions which
have arisen concerning the problem of the sources of these
hypostases in which the influence of all the neighbours of Israel
has been claimed. It is difficult to give direct proof of such
external influences because the immediate contacts which would
furnish us with the only certain proof of their existence are the
hardest to demonstrate. Clearly the hypostases in question
were the products of the general idea of the transcendence of
God? but this idea itself was not properly Jewish, and is prob-
ably of the same origin as the method employed to reconcile
the idea of a transcendent God with the need to maintain the
reality of his activity in the world. But the Jewish hypostases
had too much in common with those of the Greeks and the
Persians to have been completely independent of them, Per-
sian speculation concerning the Amesha Spentas (the " immortal
Spirits ")3 led to such concepts as the Spenta Armaiti (the
u Holy Awe "), resembling the Jewish Wisdom, and the Spenta
Mainyu (the " Holy Spirit"), which may well have exerted
some influence on the Ruach* as did the Greek Sophia and
Logos. This probability is greatly strengthened by our cer-
tain knowledge of Persian influence on the demonology and
angelology of the Jews, a case in which we can, for once,
demonstrate the actual fact of contact.
1 LI, 461, owns that this is one of the most admirable characteristics
of Rabbinical Judaism, but at the same time insists that it is no more
than a metaphor or substitution, like the Heavens, the Place, the Name.
The impartial reader will find such an interpretation hard to reconcile
with the texts.
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